
Otterburn Parish Council – Parish Clerk’s Report 
(7 December, 2022 – 1 February, 2023)

6a: Ray Wind update: For details on the various grants available please view the Ray Windfunds website at 
https://raywindfund.co.uk/ or alternatively contact Jo Willis, Community Development Officer, on either 
admin@raywinfund.co.uk  or 07762 179579. Three new Directors have recently been appointed to the CIC 
Board.

6b: Road safety in the Parish:  I am waiting an update on progress and dates on when the agreed work will 
begin at the location of the A696 / B6320 junction. 

6c: Revitalising Redesdale update: I have shared the Evaluation Report and feedback is welcomed. I have 
been working with Lydia Speakman to update the local walking leaflets and helping to identify where work on 
stiles / gates etc is required.  Work is taking place in order to improve the footpath and fenceline of the trail 
alongside the Le Petit Chateau. Additionally I am waiting to hear from NCC regarding repair work on the steep, 
muddy areas of the Otterburn trail.

6d: Local Otterburn directory map: I am still waiting for a response from the artist to the query regarding the 
option for the stand of a proposed local map.

6e: Electric power supply, wildlife and wild flower meadow in the Millennium Green: It is hoped an answer
to the grant request for the installation of power into the Millennium Green will be known by end of February. 
Meantime the area earmarked for wild-flower meadow has been scarified and I have scattered seeds received 
from Revitalising Redesdale. The bird boxes have arrived and it planned these will be in place shortly.  

6f: Northern Powergrid (NPg) energy resilience grant funding: I have received confirmation that the grant 
application has been successful and we await the cheque for the payment so that work can begin. Meantime a 
meeting is required with the Memorial Hall committee to discuss an action plan for the work as well as an 
Emergency Plan for when / if a long term power outage were to occur. 

6g: Parish roadside gullies and drains: I have spoke to Glen Harrision (NCC) and he advises he will attempt 
to get a wagon in Redesdale to clear the blocked drains and remaining gullies not covered in the last visit.

7c: Reimbursement to Clerk for purchase of bird boxes for Millennium Green: You will be asked to agree 
the payment of £40.47. This amount has been claimed from Revitalising Redesdale.

9a Preparing for possible emergency power cuts: I have shared the details received from Northern 
Powergrid of the possibility of emergency power cuts and you will be asked to consider what action the Parish 
Council should take.

9b: Possible funding for EV charging points: You have received the details received from Transport North 
East of this proposal that has also been shared with the Memorial Hall committee. The Memorial Hall committee
are giving consideration to the proposal at the meeting on 6th and I will share their thought as well as the 
response from Transport North East to the queries raised to date. 

9c: Drainage & potholes on B6320 and other local roads: Following the closure of the B6320 in January I 
am advised that the drainage has now been repaired to prevent future flooding across the road. The pot holes 
have at the same time been repaired. There seem to be many potholes developed this winter and people are 
encouraged to report these to NCC at the specific link 
https://nccmap.northumberland.gov.uk/potholes/Pothole.html?
stype=Potholes&xmin=274773&ymin=532283&xmax=528774&ymax=663120 

9d: School flashing light: This matter has been reported to NCC and I wait for an update on when work will 
happen to repair the sign.

9e: Spring litter pick: You will be asked to agree a date for this event.

9g: Footpath towards Otterburn school: The matter of the overgrown footpath has been reported to the 
appropriate team within NCC and I am waiting an update on when the work will happen to widen the pavement 
to its original width.

9h: Percy Cross maintenance work: A few volunteers have made themselves available for the required tasks 
of maintenance at Percy’s Cross and you will need to consider what needs to be done and when. 

9j: 885 bus service to Hexham: The service operator up to January 2023 for this Tuesday service has now 
stopped. I am advised Adapt will be taking over this service as soon as possible however it will be run a different
day of the week. Whilst this will not be Market day in Hexham there is still the Wednesday service that Adapt 
also run that goes to Morpeth on its Market day.

9k: Date & location of April Parish Council meeting: As the Memorial Hall is unavailable on the first Tuesday
of April you have agreed to hold the April meeting the following week on 11th at the Memorial Hall. 
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